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Visualize XML then Blink Test Categories

Accessibility

XML format is a very popular data container. Programs read, generate, convert, and exchange
data in XML format.

XML data chunks can be uploaded from application's GUI, or can be generated by a client part
and then transmitted to a server. XML data input can be effectively used when an application Availability
has unstable GUI or has no GUI at all.

Automation

Bias

<pre><?xml version="1.0"

encoding="utf-8"?2> Bug Reports

<transactions>

<debit> <amount>10.0</amount></debit> Career Tips
<credit> <amount>55.0</amount> </credit>

<debit> <amount>120.0</amount> </debit> Compliance

<debit> <amount>25.0</amount> </debit>
<credit> <amount>5.0</amount> </credit>
<credil> <amount>15.0</amount> </credil>
<credit> <amount>15.0</amount> </credit>

Database

Disaster Recovery

<debit> <amount>60.0</amount> </debit> Documentation
<debit> <amount>50.05</amount> </debit>
<debit> <amount>75.0</amount> </debit> Estimation

</transactions></pre>

...But, in testing, XML data verification task means time-consuming process of going through
countless, similar-looking text lines, with a high chance to get bored and miss an inconsistency. Eree Tools

Exploratory Testing

Heuristics

Sample Task

ify W S . Internationalization
Verify “transactions” xml file presented above.
Only “debit” or “credit” records are valid. Any other entries must be located and reported. Learning about the product

Additionally, identify and report all debit records with debit amount greater than 50.00.
Mind Mapping

As you can see, even going through just 10 records takes a significant time and might become Performance Testing
really boring task. ) '

. . . ving
With a 100 of records it's pretty much a brain-dead work to do. Plaing Sl 0 Qrs

Practicing Testing

How can we transform it to re-enable brain-powered Regression Testing

ina?
teStlng h Security Testing
Blink Testing technique, as described by James Bach, would be a perfect fit to engage rapid
pattern recognition capabilities of a human brain. However, applying it directly to a textual SEO

source of an XML file may lack of efficiency due to complexity of a pattern. Skilled Bug Investigation

Transforming XML text into a web-page looking table (HTML table) with inconsistencies color- Stress Testing

coded, gives an instant productivity boost for blink testing. Technical Tricks

Test Data

Record

- Transaction Tvpe Transaction Amount Test Management
Number

Test Oracles
Test Planning

: Test Theor
debit

1
debit 25,
credit 50

credil 7

Testability

Testing mobile

L e L

Testing Techniques
Time Savers

Tools under $100
Uncategorized

Unit Testing
Usability

Web Testing

0 debit 75.0

XML visualization technique Authors

XML transformation, presented above, is performed with help of XSL (Extensible Stylesheet Albert Gareev's website
Language) script. _
Creation of XSL scripts does not require installing any IDE - you can use just a text editor, like Anne-Marie Charrett's blog

Notepad. You would need minimal programming experience to start creating your own scripts,

. . - Jonathan Kohl's blog
and you can easily modify existing templates.

Julian Harty’s website

XML source sample and its visualization were taken from my article "XML verification example".

Karen Johnson'’s blog
You can also find there XSL source code template and links to other XML/XSL related articles.
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